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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office is to promote, preserve, and 

deliver a feeling of security, safety, and quality in services provided to all members of 

our community. 

Year End Review 
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

A Letter from Our Sheriff 

Greetings, 

  
I would like to present to you our first End of the Year Annual Report. The 2019 

Annual Report will serve as a year-end review of the services that we provide 

to our Muskingum County residents, employers, employees, and guests.  

  
Over the last year we have purchased, installed, 

and began operation of a new records manage-

ment system, Tyler Technologies. We are in the 

first full year of the Tyler Software, allowing us 

for the first time to easily pull stats for an annual 

review. This software allows our 5 village police 

departments to access our computer system, 

thus allowing all agencies in the county to better 

communicate with each other. This system also 

allows all units to access the state-wide LEADS 

program developed for law enforcement.  

  
We have been very busy filling new positions in our office. Within the last two 

years, we have added new School Resource Officers to the John Glenn School 

District and the West Muskingum School District. We have also added a School 

Resource Officer to the National Road Elementary School, a Zanesville City 

School that is located in the county. Additionally, a deputy has been assigned 

to the Zane State College/Ohio University Zanesville Campus. We have also 

joined a second criminal task force and have assigned a deputy to work in this 

multi-jurisdictional unit. 

 

The Commissioners have added a new security check point at the Common 

Pleas Court, where we have added two new deputies as well as a body scanner. 

They also have reduced all entrances down to one on the Main Street side of 

the courthouse for security purposes.  

  
Our K-9 division continues to remain a valuable part of our office. We currently 

have four K-9’s. All of the K-9 units are trained in article detection, locating 

missing persons, tracking suspects, and suspect apprehension. 

Dep. Dustin Prouty and K-9 Jango, Dep. Shawn Williams and K-9 Crit, Dep. Jer-

emy Archer and K-9 Narco are all trained in narcotic detection as well. Dep. 

Josh Whiteman and K-9 Panzer are trained in explosives detection. This division 

has proven vital in assisting in investigations.  
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Continued - A Letter from Our Sheriff 

The K-9’s have also been utilized as a public relations tool as we do K-9 rides to 

school. The rides are donated to charities around the county and the proceeds 

for purchasing the rides go back to the charities. This has proved to be an ef-

fective tool in building relationships between kids and our deputies. 

  

As I stated way back in 2009 as I took over as Sheriff, we continue to make the 

drug problem one of our top priorities. We continue to battle the heroin and 

opioid issues that impact so many families and communities. Our first respond-

ers continue to respond to overdoses and have saved many lives by carrying 

NARCAN. However, we continue to get these calls and are not seeing much of a 

decline. We will continue to support the courts and addiction service providers 

to help those that we can. Our combined drug unit with the Zanesville Police 

Department and in conjunction with our Central Ohio Drug Enforcement Task 

Force will continue to take drugs off the streets and put drug dealers in jail.  

  
In closing, I am still working with the Commissioners in an attempt to build a 

new jail. This is something that is greatly needed in our county. It is a long pro-

cess and there are a lot of factors to consider; including the type of jail, capaci-

ty, and location. I will not give up on this project. 

  
I want to thank all of you for your support over the last 11 years. I look forward 

to serving you and our community in the coming years.   

  
Sincerely, 
  

Sheriff Matt Lutz 
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Deputy Nicole Brown SRO 
Maysville 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6071 

Deputy John Howe SRO 

Mid-East 

Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6007 

Deputy Ryan Dodson SRO 
Zane State College 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6008 

Deputy Sean Brady SRO 
West Muskingum 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6038 

Deputy Brad Gearhart SRO 
Tri Valley 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6031 

Deputy J.T. Bunting SRO 
National Road 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6010 



Deputy Tom Joseph SRO 
Foxfire 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext.6063 

Sgt Christopher Merry SRO Supervisor - 
Training Coordinator 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6095 

Deputy Scott Saxton SRO 
Maysville 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6047 

Deputy Chris Mehl SRO 
Philo 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6037 

Deputy Tanner Morton SRO 
East Muskingum 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6051 

Deputy Abbee Whiteman SRO 
Philo 
Phone: (740) 452-3637 Ext. 6081 
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

K-9 Panzer 

Handler - Deputy Josh Whiteman 

2019 was a good year for Deputy Whiteman and K-9 

Panzer. They had the opportunity to assist the Za-

nesville Police Department, Belmont County Sheriff’s 

Office, and the Wheeling Police Department (Wheeling, 

West Virginia) with explosives related issues. They also 

assisted the Ohio State Highway Patrol, Coshocton 

County Sheriff’s Office, and Somerset Police Depart-

ment with patrol related issues. They also worked with 

the United States Secret Service to assist with security and explosive sweeps prior 

to President Donald Trump’s visit to Wheeling, West Virginia. 

Deputy Whiteman and K-9 Panzer assisted our Sheriff’s Office with 13 criminal ap-

prehensions as a result of warrant services, area searches, building searches, and 

trackings. 

Deputies Whiteman and Panzer were able to log over 130 hours of training for the 

year to help keep current for their job performance.  

They also had the opportunity to give 25 Muskingum County students rides to 

school as a result of the Sheriff’s Office’s K-9 Ride to School Program. They com-

pleted various demonstrations throughout the Muskingum County throughout the 

year. 

K-9 Jango 

Handler - Deputy Dustin Prouty 

K-9 Jango was used in an excess of 65 times in 

2019. He had 27 recorded apprehensions. Of those 

27, 9 were fleeing suspects where Jango was de-

ployed to track down and apprehend the suspects. 

Those 9 deployments originated through our agen-

cy, Ohio State Highway Patrol, and Zanesville Police 

Department. He sniffed 27 vehicles for illegal nar-

cotics. 

Total illegal items located in vehicles 1 stolen fire-

arm, 7 grams of cocaine, 3 grams of fentanyl, 15 

grams of heroin, 53 grams of crystal methampheta-

mines, and 2,261 grams of marijuana.  
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

K-9 Crit 

Handler - Deputy Shawn Williams 

In 2019 Crit worked the streets on dayshift with his handler, Deputy Shawn Wil-

liams. He had 16 apprehensions and sniffed over 65 vehicles for illegal narcotics. 

Crit assisted in serving warrants on routine patrol and high risk warrants with 

the Muskingum County Special Response Team. Crit was used to clear residenc-

es and buildings during the execution of these warrants. Crit also cleared build-

ings on regular patrol and was used in tracking and area searches for suspects. 

Crit logged 160 hours of training 

during the year. Crit assisted local 

school districts in doing random 

vehicle and school sniffs for illegal 

narcotics. Crit assisted in the K-9 

Ride to School Program, taking 

students to school and performing 

demos for the public. Crit thanks 

you for all the love and support 

helping make it possible to be a 

part of the Muskingum County 

Sheriff’s Office. 

K-9 Narco 

Handler - Deputy Jeremy Archer 

K-9 Narco was used in excess of 60 times by the 

Sheriff’s Office in 2019. He apprehended many 

suspects, including apprehension of suspects in a 

kidnapping, burglary in progress, a shooting, and 

a breaking and entering. These apprehensions in-

cluded both fleeing suspects and suspects that 

Narco tracked and located. 

He sniffed more than 25 vehicles where various 

drugs were seized. Multiple firearms were also 

seized as a result of the drug searches. 

Narco worked along with the Sheriff’s Office’s 

Special Response Team throughout the year where he assisted with the service 

of high risk search warrants by clearing and securing residences for the team.  



 

 

Activity Progression 
  01/22/2020 Vol. 1 

Central Ohio Drug Enforcement Task Force 
The CODETF consists of 5 law enforcement and support personnel from Muskingum County Sher-

iff’s Office, Zanesville Police Department, and the Ohio National Guard, Counterdrug Unit. CODETF 

works closely with Zanesville Special Investigation Unit (SIU), Adult Parole, and Perry County in drug 

related cases covering 673 square miles with a population of 86,149 citizens.  

The combined investigations in 2019 resulted in 208 Felony level charges with 5 Major Drug Offend-

er (MDO) charges. As a result 

of the Drug Unit efforts, the 

following are outcomes of hard 

work into preparation, patience 

and perseverance of the cases 

that are proactively pursued 

from all detectives. 

 

The Muskingum County CODE 

Task Force assists in criminal 

procedures with Coshocton, 

Guernsey, Knox, Licking, and 

Perry County in various tasks for maximum effort with manpower availability.   

DRUG UNIT CONVICTIONS AND SENTENCING 2015 TO PRESENT 

Since 2015, the Muskingum County/Zanesville City Joint Drug Unit, along with the Muskingum Coun-

ty Prosecutor’s Office, have amassed the following statistics as it pertains to conviction numbers and 

sentencings as a result of the above cases. These numbers are a direct result of a get-tough stance 

on large level drug traffickers in an attempt to make their presence in our community not worth the 

risk of incarceration. This is in hopes that the individuals that traffic this poison on our streets seek 

another community not within the confines of Muskingum County to sell their poison.   

30 - Major Drug Offenders 

41 - Felonies of the 1st Degree 

437- Felony convictions 

1098 years of incarceration for average of 17 years of incarceration per 1 month of drug unit work.   

  
Information compiled by: 

SSG Guillermo Martinez JR  
Criminal Information Unit 
Office: (740) 452-3637 *6112 
Cell: (740) 616-3827 
gmarinez@ohiomuskingumsheriff.org 

Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

mailto:GMARINEZ@OHIOMUSKINGUMSHERIFF.ORG


Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Category 2017 2018 2019 

Total Cases Assigned 772 946 767 

Cases Cleared  489 612 556 

Cases Inactivated 109 184 154 

Cases Held Over Into New Year 175 137 135 

Average Number of Open Cases 154 171 126 

New Prosecutions 280 379 325 

Felony 222 330 264 

Misdemeanor 56 47 56 

Administrative 2 2 5 

Assists to Drug & Drug Investigations 57 101 61 

Burglary Related Offenses  246 268 207 

Burglary Related Offenses Cleared 59 39 40 

Clearance Rate 23.9 14.6 19.3 

Value of Recovered Stolen Property  $151,072 $317,221 $357,248 

Homicide Related Offenses   3 2 1 

• Overdose Death with Suspect(s) 5 3 4 

Homicide Related Offenses Cleared 4 2 1 

Homicide Related Offenses Pending 4 3 4 

     Homicide Statistics Revised 1/23/2020 

Detective 

Detective Bureau 

The Detective Bureau is supervised 

by Detective Captain Steve Welker 

and Detective Sergeant Fred Curry. 

The Detective Bureau is staffed with 

six general case detectives handling 

multiple cases at a time, along with 

a detective evidence technician and 

two narcotic detectives. 
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Community Service 

Our office is very active in community service for the residents of Muskingum 

County. On any given weekend or weeknight you could see the Sheriff or em-

ployees doing the following: 

• Auctioneer for fundraisers 

• Crime prevention tips 

• K-9 Ride to School 

• Kid ID prints 

• Neighborhood watch meetings 

• Participate in parades 

• Safety Town 

• Security assessments of local business and churches 

• Shop with a Cop 

• In 2019, we conducted 949 vacation house checks and 9971 village, 
business and neighbor routines. 

If you would like the Sheriff or a member of the office to assist you with one of 

these functions, please email info@ohiomuskingumsheriff.org 
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Communications 

The Communications Division, also know as 

“Dispatch” is truly the heart of the Sheriff’s Of-

fice.  The Sheriff’s Office has 10 full time dis-

patchers that work 8-hour shifts. The communi-

cation center is staffed 24 hours a day, 365 

days a year and is supervised by Rick Creeks. 

Dispatchers field calls from four main stations, 

seven telephone lines: three county emergency 

numbers and four 911 lines. They also dispatch 

agencies on two main primary channels.   

Dispatchers are responsible for dispatching the Sheriff’s Office, along with five Village 

Police Departments, and 15 Fire and Squad Departments. 

Communication Officers are also responsible for monitoring and operating LEADS (Law 

Enforcement Automated Data System). This allows dispatchers to check vehicle regis-

trations, driving statuses, missing persons and property, wanted individual and allows 

them to enter all warrants immediately into the database. 

Dispatchers are also responsible for updating the news media, website, and social media 

should the county be under a Snow Emergency. They are also responsible for the county 

wide tornado system alerts.  

They  monitor cameras around the Administration and Evidence Buildings to provide ex-

tra security. They are watching cameras for any unusual vehicles or people around the 

outside of these buildings. 

In 2019 Dispatchers dispatched Deputy Sheriffs, Village Patrol Officers, and County Fire 

and Squad Department members to over 58,000 calls in the county. 
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Courthouse Security 

In 2019, the Muskingum County Court House increased deputy security to a total of 

three deputies. The deputies are Deputy Jim Paxton, Deputy JR Hanning, and Deputy Ed 

Pitcock. 

These three are responsible for the securi-

ty of the building and the safety of those 

inside.  Deputies screen people and prop-

erty coming into the court house, using an 

x-ray machine and magnetometer. 

Deputies patrol the building and are called 

to courtrooms whenever there is a dis-

turbance.  Deputies monitor cameras, fire 

alarms, panic alarms, and assist the public 

in locating the correct department inside 

the courthouse. 

Evidence Room 

The evidence room section is responsible for all property and evidence that our deputies 

take control and/or have custody of. Our office has two property room clerks that are 

dedicated to maintaining, controlling, disposing, and releasing property and evidence.  

In 2019 our property room staff received 6,435 items and disposed/released 1,891 

items. 

 

County Vehicle Impound 

The county has one clerk that is responsible for the county impound.  This clerk is re-

sponsible for tow bills, lot storage fees, releasing of vehicles back to the registered own-

er, and getting unclaimed vehicles ready for the county auction.   

In 2019 there were 847 vehicles impounded into the county’s lot.   

 

Human Resources 

This section is responsible for the process and maintaining personnel files and payroll du-

ties as well as pay to stay for jail inmates.  

Throughout the year, because of promoting one corporal, sergeant, school resource of-

ficer, CODE traffic enforcement officer, and two courthouse security deputies, the human 

resource office also hired seven corrections officers and added nine deputy sheriff’s com-

bined to the jail and road patrol. 



Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Civil and Criminal Process 

Civil Statistics 

• Total Warrant / Civil Paper Received 5742 

• Warrants Served    1720 

• Subpoenas / Other Civil Papers Served 3030 

• Non-served Civil Papers   803 

• Order of Sales     85 

• Tax Sales      84 

Sex Offender Registry 

The Sheriff’s Office Sex Offender Registration & Notification (SORN) Officer is Detective 

Brad Shawger. Detective Shawger’s primary responsibility is protecting the citizens of 

Muskingum County from those who have been convicted of a sexual offense. Once con-

victed, the offender must report to the Sheriff’s Office to be registered as a sex offender.  

The SORN Officer checks the of-

fender’s address to make sure it 

is not close to schools, day care 

centers, or child care facilities. 

Community notifications are sent 

out to neighborhoods where the 

sex offender lives, and offender 

information is constantly updated 

on the Sheriff’s Office website. 

The SORN Officer and road deputies make home visits to confirm the addresses and to 

make sure there are not any violations of law at these addresses. In 2019, sex offenders 

were checked 743 times to verify their addresses were correct. The Sheriff’s Office cur-

rently monitors 144 sex offenders in Muskingum County. 

The SORN Officer is also responsible for registering offenders of arson, and the office cur-

rently monitor four individuals convicted of arson. 

If you would like to be notified when a sex offender moves within one mile of a location, 

you can sign up for these notifications at the web address below: 

http://www.icrimewatch.net/register.php?AgencyID=55167 

http://www.icrimewatch.net/register.php?AgencyID=55167
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Corrections Division 

The Muskingum County Sheriff Matthew J. Lutz and the corrections division staff are 

committed to providing a safe and secure place of detention in an environment that will 

ensure the safety of the public.  The corrections division strives to operate in accord-

ance to guidelines set forth by the United States Constitution, Ohio Revised Code, Bu-

reau of Adult Detention Standards, and applicable court decisions. 

Sheriff Lutz and the corrections division staff are governed by responsibilities to the ju-

dicial system, Muskingum County communities, and the inmates remanded to the Sher-

iff's custody. 

The operational policy practiced within the Corrections Division is Strategic Inmate Man-

agement. This promotes the principles of direct corrections officer-to-inmate interac-

tion.  This has proven to be an effective approach to inmate supervision; with results 

being a safer, more humane environment for both inmates and staff.  Strategic Inmate 

Management principles include: 

• Assessing the risk and need each inmate presents to develop strategies to more ef-

fectively manage their behavior.  

• Completing thorough individual inmate assessments to make informed housing deci-

sions and classify inmates to facilitate behavior management. 

• Provides services to avoid behavior problems that can result from basic inmate 

needs. 

• Defining and conveying expectations for inmate behavior. 

• Supervising inmates to ensure inmate behavior meets the Sheriff’s expectations. 

• Keeping inmates occupied with productive activities. 

Security procedures must exist to ensure effective and efficient operations.  Since most 

inmates will be returning to the community, opportunities for developing the skills nec-

essary for self-sufficiency are provided through social, psychological, educational, and 

spiritual programs. 

Staff assigned to the Muskingum County corrections division receive specialized training 

in crisis intervention, Strategic Inmate Management, interpersonal communications, 

First Aid, and cultural diversity. 

Four options to send money to an inmate: 

1. Access Corrections App - Send an inmate money from a mobile phone 

2. www.accesscorrections.com - Easy online deposits 

3. Kiosk - located in the lobby of the MCSO Jail. You can access MCSO Jail 
from over 800+ kiosk locations 

4. (866) 345-1884 - Speak with a live agent 

 

http://www.accesscorrections.com
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

Corrections Visitation 

IC Solutions: IC Solutions offers “The Visitor” visitation system.  “The Visitor” provides 

friends, family and professionals the control to schedule and conduct a visit at a time 

convenient for them and avoid wasting time waiting in long lines or traveling to the fa-

cility.  We offer two types of visitations, ONSITE, OFFSITE.  

ONSITE visitation is conducted using the video terminals provided in the lobby of the 

Muskingum County Jail.  You will simply create an account at www.icsolutions.com and 

then schedule a visit AT NO COST. All onsite visits are conducted on Saturdays and 

Sundays. 

OFFSITE visitation costs the visitor $7.50 a call, and can be conducted from the visitor’s 

computer or Android device. Off site visits are conducted every day of the week.  

Each inmate is permitted one ONSITE and one OFFSITE visit per week.  Once you 

schedule a visit, you will receive an email to confirm the visit with an access code that 

you will need to access the visit. 

 

Rules for Visitation 

• Visitors are permitted one ONSITE and one OFFSITE visit per week  

• Visitors must be 18 years old or accompanied by a parent or legal guardian, proof of 

guardianship is required AND have one of the following forms of identification at 

each visit: 

• Valid driver's license 

• Government issued ID with picture, i.e.: Passport or Active Military ID 

• Valid temporary driver’s license 

• Valid Ohio I.D. card issued by the Ohio BMV 

• Food stamp ID cards or broken ID cards will NOT be accepted. No exceptions. 

• Victims may not visit the suspect in their case 

• Any exceptions must be approved by the jail administrator. 

• All visits will be 30 minutes in length 

• A ten minute grace period is allowed. Any time beyond that grace period and the 

visit will be canceled. 

• Contraband: cellular phones or other communication devices, intoxicants, drugs, 

weapons, parts of weapons, or ammunition of any type are prohibited in the visita-

tion area. Conveyance of such items will result in criminal prosecution under 

Ohio Revised Code 2921.36 
 

Inmate Registry 

Inmate booking registry link is on the MCSO website.  

http://www.icsolutions.com
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Fire Districts 

 



Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 

District Name # of Calls 
Adams Mills 66 

Adams Twp 53A 35 

Adamsville 102 53 

Adamsville 276 6 

Adamsville 95MA 52 

Adamsville 95S 201 

Avondale 538 

Blue Rock 64B 317 

Blue Rock 71 146 

Brush Creek 194 130 

Brush Creek 66B 556 

Cass Twp 404 

Chandlersville 124 

Clay Twp N 217 

Clay Twp S 66 

Dillon State Pk 37 

Dresden 596 

Duncan Falls 1304 

Falls 58N 1491 

Falls 58NE 1247 

Falls 58S 2570 

Falls 58W 787 

Frazeysburg 545 

Fultonham 490 

Gaysport 68 

Gratiot 66 

Harrison Twp 66H 271 

Highland Twp 53H 10 

Highland Twp 97H 127 

Hopewell 571 75 

Hopewell 572 110 

Hopewell 573 62 

Hopewell 574 15 

Hopewell 575 104 

Hopewell 576 98 

Hopewell 577 231 

Hopewell 578 523 

Jackson Twp 50 295 

Jefferson Twp 51 111 

Licking 54 164 

Licking 542 627 

Licking 543 9 

Licking 544 48 

Licking 831 111 

Madison 51 74 

Meigs 68 21 

Meigs 69 13 

Monroe 53M 87 

District Name # of Calls 
Muskingum 55W 32 

Muskingum 73E 218 

Muskingum 832 104 

Muskingum Twp 55 212 

Muskingum Twp 73 302 

Muskingum Twp 832 991 

Nashport St 146 Routines 71 

New Concord 669 

Newton 223 265 

Newton 65N 2717 

Norwich 60 

Perry 1194 21 

Perry 277 107 

Perry 278 148 

Perry 60NW 204 

Perry 60SW 178 

Perry 667N 61 

Perry 667S 303 

Philo 563 

Rich Hill 98 50 

Rich Hill Twp 61S 21 

Roseville 294 

Salt Creek 64S 246 

Salt Creek 64SN 26 

Salt Creek 64SS 8 

Sonora 50 

South Zanesville 1529 

Springfield 371 294 

Springfield 371W 106 

Springfield 62 1682 

Springfield 62NE 100 

Springfield 62NW 76 

Springfield 62SW 73 

Trinway 171 

Union Twp 61N 191 

Union Twp 61S 115 

Village of Adamsville 112 

Vista View 70 

Washington 59N 626 

Washington 59S 1065 

Washington 72N 721 

Washington 72S 700 

Washington 99 71 

Wayne 41 141 

Wayne 47 613 

Wayne 48 522 

Wayne 64W 1003 

White Cottage 54 

Zanesville 4896 
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Muskingum County Sheriff’s Office 
Matthew J Lutz, Sheriff 

1840 East Pike 

Zanesville, OH 43701 

(740) 452-3637 


